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Upcoming Events
August 24, 2015
Board of Directors Meeting
August 28, 2015
Golf Play Day
Forest Hills Country Club
September 14, 2015
Retired Physician Luncheons
Garrett’s Restaurant
September 28, 2015
Board of Directors Meeting
The Board of Directors of the Winnebago County Medical Society meets on the fourth Monday of each month,
6:30pm at the Medical Society office.
Our phone number is 815-395-9267(wcms); fax number 815-484-4109, e-mail wcms1@aol.com,
and web site www.wcmsonline.com.

ISMS House of Delegates Meeting
Winnebago County Medical Society (WCMS) delegates attended the Illinois State
Medical Society (ISMS) 2015 House of Delegates meeting on April 17-19, 2015, in
Oak Brook. Delegates from around the state reviewed and discussed resolutions
submitted by member physicians. The ISMS House of Delegates is the policy setting
body for ISMS. Adopted resolutions establish ISMS policy and direct the ISMS Board
of Trustees, with the ultimate goal of benefitting patients and physicians. Delegates,
alternates delegates, and trustees representing you at this year’s meeting included
the following WCMS members:
Dr. Christopher M. Gibbs, Dr. Gary P. Fernando, Dr. Frank J.
Nicolosi, Dr. Mitchell S. King, Dr. John J. DeGuide (ISMS District 10
Trustee), and Dr. William E. Kobler (AMA Trustee).

Staff
Janet Corirossi – Executive Director – 815-395-9267
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Elections:
Scott A. Cooper, MD, Skokie, was installed as ISMS President

President
Vice President
Christopher M. Gibbs, MD, 815-397-7340
Gary P. Fernando, MD, 815-490-1600
(ISMS delegate)
(ISMS alternate delegate)
Secretary
Treasurer
Christopher M. Whelan, MD, 815-398-4057
Richard E. Field, MD, 815-978-0428
Directors
Randall L. Busch, MD, 815-877-4848
Belinda Daniel, Medical Student
John J. DeGuide, MD, 815-397-7340
(ISMS District 10 Trustee)
Tiffanie S. Ferry, MD, 815-636-6400
John P. Holden, MD, (ISMS Alt. Delegate) 815-520-3777
Mitchell S. King, MD, (ISMS Delegate) 815-395-5610
William E. Kobler, MD, (AMA Trustee) 815-484-7050
Frank J. Nicolosi, MD, (ISMS Delegate) 815-742-7420
Dennis G. Norem, MD, (ISMS Delegate) 815-971-2000
Jon B. Whitehurst, MD, 815-398-9491

Welcome New Members

Treating Medicaid Patients?

Heather A. Decker, MD, board certified in pediatrics
is affiliated with Crusader Community Health. She earned
her medical degree at Loyola University Stritch School of
Medicine, Chicago, IL. Dr. Decker completed her pediatric
residency at Advocate, Hope Children’s Hospital,
Oak Lawn, IL

Illinois will stop using its current Medicaid Management
Information System (MMIS) and will begin using its Illinois
Medicaid Program Advance Cloud Technology (IMPACT) on
August 3, 2015.

Dawn A. Mellish, MD, board certified in internal
medicine/hospice & palliative care is affiliated with Crusader
Community Health. She earned her medical degree at the
University of Buffalo School of Medicine and Biomedical
Sciences, Buffalo, NY. Dr. Mellish completed an internship in
internal medicine at Erie County Medical Center in Buffalo,
NY. Her residency in internal medicine and fellowship in
nephrology and hypertension were completed at Harlem
Hospital, Buffalo, NY.
Azizur Rahman, MD, board certified in ophthalmology/
glaucoma is affiliated with Eye Specialists of Rockford.
He earned his medical degree at Dow Medical School
University of Health Science, Karachi, Pakistan. Dr. Rahman
completed his internship in internal medicine and residency
in ophthalmology at Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit, MI.
Dr. Rahman completed a fellowship in glaucoma at John
Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD, and in ophthalmic
pathology at Massachusetts Eye and Ear, Boston, MA.
Alex Stagnaro-Green, MD, board certified in internal
medicine/endocrinology is regional dean at the University
of Illinois College of Medicine at Rockford. He earned his
medical degree at Mt. Sinai School of Medicine, New York,
NY. He completed his internship and residency in internal
medicine at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of
New Jersey, New Jersey Medical School, Newark, NJ.
Dr. Stagnaro-Green completed a fellowship in endocrinology
and metabolism at Mt. Sinai School of Medicine, New York, NY.
The following medical students have joined the
medical society
Ijeoma Agu, Anuradha Bommakanti, Patrick Florido,
Kathryn Johns, and Vincent Spears
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Physicians enrolled in MMIS will receive a letter from
IMPACT containing an individual application
identification number for use in completing the
revalidation process.
Physicians should not proceed with enrollment or revalidation until
the launch of the system on August 3, 2015. Physicians have six
months from the launch date to complete their revalidation.
When IMPACT becomes operational on August 3,
•	The Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family
Services will no longer accept paper applications from
physicians who wish to enroll as Medicaid providers.
•	Newly enrolling physicians must complete a secure webbased enrollment form.
•	Currently enrolled physician who treat Medicaid clients
will be required to revalidate their existing data and may
be asked to provide additional data.
Questions? Contact your Member Advocacy team at 800782-4767 ext. 1470 or by email www.isms.org .

Medicare to Reimburse Physicians
for Advance Care Planning
The Center for Medicare and Medical Services announced
its intent to reimburse physicians for time spent discussing
advance directives with patients, including completion of
necessary forms.
ISMS members and staff met with AMA CPT Editorial Panel
to propose the advance care planning codes. After months
of deliberation the panel approved two new CPT codes in
2014. Following direct advocacy by ISMS and other medical
associations, Medicare administrators finally decided to
include the codes in the 2016 Medicare Fee Schedule. The
valuation of the CPT codes will be announced later this fall.
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Free Webinars Tackle Prescription Opioid Epidemic – CME Offered

Winnebago County Medical Society Awards

Check out these webinars that cover the latest in opioid overdose and misuse, at no cost to physicians:

UIC Annual Research Day

Senior Medical Student Award

•	PCSS-O webinars www.PCSS-O.org/calendar of events/list
Providers Clinical Support System for Opioid Therapies (PCSS-O) offers training and mentoring in response to the
prescription opioid overdose epidemic.

UIC Annual Research Day was held on Wednesday,
April 8, 2015. The Winnebago County Medical Society is
a co-sponsor of this event. Physicians from the medical
society serve as judges and review the medical students’
research projects. The medical students may present their
posters to the judges and answer questions. Judges assign
scores to each poster. The judging was held on Tuesday,
April 7, 2015.

The Winnebago County Medical Society (WCMS) established the WCMS Medical Student Award at the University
of Illinois College of Medicine at Rockford in 1981. The
award, given to a graduating medical student, consists of
a certificate for framing, monetary award, placement of
the student’s name on a plaque located at the University
of Illinois College of Medicine at Rockford East Entrance
Lobby. Candidates are judged on the following: participation in a community organization or service to a segment
of the community to enhance a particular understanding
of health care; demonstration of interest in the WCMS
and support or enhancement of the efforts of this organization, though membership in the Medical Society is not
necessary; understanding of integrating patient care with
community related services and by actively participating in
a local service-oriented agency or other medically related
activity.

•	PCSS-MAT webinars www.PCSS-MAT.org/calendar of events/list
The Providers’ Clinical Support System for Medication Assisted Treatment (PCSS-MAT) addresses the prescription opioid
misuse epidemic with medication-assisted treatment.
PCSS-MAT is working in partnership with the American Academy of Addiction Psychiatry; the American Osteopathic Academy
of Addiction Medicine; the American Psychiatric Association and the American Society of Addiction Medicine.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Many Degrees of Alcoholism
People tend to think of problem drinking as an all or nothing proposition: If you can hold your alcohol there’s not a problem,
versus the person whose life is falling apart. In reality, alcohol use disorder is a progressive disease with many different
degrees.
A person who has a drinking problem may be able to hold a job or stay married. Known as “functioning alcoholics,” these
people are functioning on a basic level, which can create a false sense of security. The question becomes, “how long can they
keep it up?” It’s safe to say, any form of alcohol abuse disorder eventually catches up. The toll it takes on a person’s body
includes making changes to the brain.

Dr. Christopher Gibbs, Dr. John Holden, Dr. Richard Field,
and Dr. Mitchell King served as judges. They appreciated
the medical students’ hard work and willingness to share
and explain their research projects.
The research day award given to each student consists of
a monetary gift and certificate for framing. The following
students were recipients of awards of this year:
Mina Tanaka (medical student). Assessing Loneliness
and Quality of Life in Native American Elders: Role of
Generativity in Later Life.
Kendall Marszalek (medical student) & Andrew
Gibbs (pharmacy student). Implementation and Evaluation
of a Hydration Initiative in a Rural Youth Athletic Program.

Dr. Christopher Gibbs, WCMS President presented the
award to Jacob Moore at the senior banquet.
Congratulation to the Winners!

Binge drinking presents another serious aspect of alcohol use disorder. Defined as five drinks in a row within two hours for
men and four for women, binge drinking can have serious consequences. These include blackouts, comas, permanent changes
in the brain, severe injuries, and even death.
While the practice of binge drinking is often thought of as a young person’s problem, it is actually quite common among adults.
Statistics show that 25% of adults engaged in binge drinking in the last month.
Functioning alcoholics and binge drinkers are just two examples along the spectrum of alcohol use disorder. Gateway
understands that no two individuals are alike - the individualized programs we create incorporate varying levels of customized
care to meet a person’s degree of alcohol use disorder as well as their life circumstances. For example, individuals who have
less severe drinking problems can benefit from outpatient care. Others, who have had more difficulty controlling their drinking,
may need residential treatment, which provides round the clock, structured, supported care supported with outpatient care as
a step-down option.
For patients who may need help with alcohol or drug abuse issues, Gateway Alcohol & Drug Treatment offers treatment
programs at locations in the St. Louis Metro East Area, Southern Illinois and throughout the Chicagoland area. To learn more
about making a referral, contact outreach @GatewayFoundation.org or call 877-505-HOPE (4673).
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A trusted local source of treatment is available to your patients with chronic, non-healing wounds. The
SwedishAmerican Wound Care Clinic provides specialized, evidence-based treatment to patients with
pressure ulcers, arterial, venous, diabetic, neuropathic and non-healing surgical wounds. Our clinic
This adjunct treatment may be indicated for some types of chronic non-healing wounds and/or skin
changes from radiation therapy, bone infection, hypoxic wounds and bone infection in the jaw. In order
and keep referring physicians involved and informed. For more information, or to make referrals, call
(815) 489-4891.
Catherine Rogers, DNP
Dr. Leslie Edgcomb, Medical Director
Dean Kujawa, EMT, Safety Director
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Illinois State Medical Society End-of-Session Legislative Report

WCMS President’s Message
The Winnebago County
Medical Society remains
active on behalf of our
community’s physicians
and patients. The
following is an update
and brief review of
recent, on-going, and
upcoming activities of
WCMS and its Board:

ISMS Advocacy Protects Patients and Promotes Good Medical Policy. As the only organization that represents all medical
specialties in Illinois, the ISMS is a powerful force for good medicine in our state capitol and beyond. And as an ISMS
member, your dues are your single most effective tool for making positive change and preventing harmful legislation from
advancing. Among other victories, this year ISMS:
•	Prevented trial lawyers from repealing the
Medical Studies Act and removing confidentiality
of hospital peer review meetings;
•	Influenced landmark opioid legislation,
strengthening patient safeguards while protecting
physicians from onerous mandates and restrictions;
•	Blocked a mandate on physicians to provide
estimates of patients’ health care costs
and act as insurance navigators for the patient;
•	Protected physicians’ ability to charge fees for
copying medical records in connection with
claims or appeals filed in the Social Security Act;
•	Passed legislation allowing Illinois to join in
Interstate Medical Licensure Compact,
giving Illinois physicians access to expedited
licensure in other member states;
•	Stopped proposals to inappropriately expand
IDFPR’s authority and automatically
suspend physician licenses, preserving due
process in medical discipline;
•	Instituted a requirement that workers at child
care facilities must be vaccinated against
vaccine-preventable diseases;
•	Ensured access to and reimbursement for breast
cancer screenings;
•	Allowed team physicians from other states to
care for traveling sports teams;
•	Secured proper reimbursement for services
rendered by surgical assistants;
•	Removed a mandate that physicians test
newborns who fail hearing screenings for
cytomegalovirus (CMV), instead supporting a
public education campaign;
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•	Clarified and improved mental health
reporting requirements under Illinois’
concealed carry law, which had been unfair to
patients and burdensome for physicians; and
Professionals representing other healthcare fields in
Springfield continue trying to inappropriately expand
their scope of practice. ISMS strives to protect our
patients and inform lawmakers of the differences in
education and training between physicians and other
health professionals. We succeeded in:
•	Reaching a compromise that allows Advanced
Practice Nurses greater flexibility while
maintaining the collaborative agreement requirement
and other patient safeguards;
•	Preventing IDFPR from contracting with the
Illinois Psychological Association to audit
compliance with continuing education requirements,
a clear conflict of interest;
•	Averting proposed expansion of pharmacists’
authority to administer vaccines;
•	Blocking licensure of direct-entry midwives
and naturopathic physicians; and
•	Stopping an attempt by podiatrists to broaden
their scope of practice by redefining the foot.
The full report is available for download at
www.isms.org.

Christopher M. Gibbs, MD – President

• WCMS Annual Meeting. Our annual meeting took
place in January at Forest Hills Country Club. We enjoyed an
evening of fellowship and presentations by our two invited
speakers, ISMS President Dr. William McDade and Rockford
Mayor Larry Morrissey.
• ISMS Annual Meeting and House of
Delegates. In April, WCMS members convened in Oak
Brook with other physicians from throughout Illinois. WCMS
attendees included four delegates (Drs. Gary Fernando, Chris
Gibbs, Mitch King, and Frank Nicolosi), along with ISMS
District Trustee Dr. John DeGuide and AMA Trustee Dr.
Bill Kobler. WCMS submitted a resolution asking ISMS to
establish ISMS policy and to support state legislation requiring
parents who refuse state-mandated vaccinations for their
children on religious grounds to substantiate such religious
exemptions. Although the House of Delegates ultimately
decided to refer this matter to the ISMS Board of Trustees
for decision, legislation consistent with our resolution’s intent
recently was signed by Governor Bruce Rauner. Public Act
099-0249 modifies the School Code to require that “parents
or legal guardians present to the appropriate local school
authority a signed Certificate of Religious Exemption detailing
the grounds for objections and the specific immunization,
or other medical intervention. The grounds for objection
must set forth the specific religious belief that conflicts
with the examination, test, immunization or other medical
intervention.”
• Meeting with Legislators. We continue to
engage our state legislators throughout the year to address
legislative issues affecting Winnebago County physicians
and patients. In April, WCMS Board members met over
breakfast with Senator Steve Stadelman, Senator Dave
Syverson, Representative Litesa Wallace, and Representative
Joe Sosnowski. We discussed our concerns regarding a few
legislative proposals, including repeal of the Medical Studies
Act, elimination of the collaborative agreement requirement
for nurse practitioners, and state-mandated screening for
hepatitis C. Through this type of grass-roots effort, WCMS
is able to educate our legislators on medical issues and to
provide local physician perspectives.
• University of Illinois College of Medicine
at Rockford. As WCMS President, I served on the
Steering Committee advising Dr. Alex Stagnaro-Green,

Regional Dean, on his 5-year strategic plan for the medical
school. The Steering Committee’s work culminated in a
2-day retreat, where UIC faculty, students, residents, and
community members gathered to discuss and formulate
recommendations to help guide the future direction of the
medical school, including priorities and general timelines.
Expansion of graduate medical education (GME) in Rockford,
including the establishment of up to 5 new residency training
programs, a concept endorsed by many community physicians
according to survey data, received strong support at the
retreat. The proposed residency programs include those
in emergency medicine, general surgery, internal medicine,
obstetrics & gynecology, and psychiatry. Preliminary steps,
including the formation of a “GME consortium” involving
multiple healthcare systems and the medical school, are
currently underway.
• Illinois Medical Disciplinary Board. Earlier this
year, WCMS Board Member, Frank Nicolosi, MD, JD, was
nominated by Governor Bruce Rauner for a position on
the Illinois Medical Disciplinary Board. On March 19, 2015,
the Illinois Senate confirmed Dr. Nicolosi’s nomination. The
Medical Disciplinary Board “reviews complaints against Illinois
physicians for violations of the Medical Practice Act; conducts
hearings and may recommend probation, suspension,
revocation or other action of license.”
• Retired Physician Luncheons. Last year, WCMS
Executive Director, Janet Corirossi, worked with retired
physician Dr. Jim Frakes, to resume organized monthly
luncheons for retired area physicians. In light of positive
feedback from attendees, the luncheons resumed in May,
taking place at Garrett’s and Giovanni’s. The plan is to
continue through December, take a winter hiatus, and then
restart in the spring. For further details, please contact Janet
Corirossi at 815-395-9267.
• Medical Staff Meetings. WCMS Board members
provided Medical Society updates at the medical staff
meetings of Rockford Memorial and OSF St. Anthony in
April.
• Fit Families Task Force. WCMS continues to
participate in the Fit Families Task Force, an organization
founded to combat childhood obesity in Rockford and that
works with the Rockford Public Schools. Recent discussion
among the organization’s members affirmed that it continues
to serve an important role in linking various stakeholders
seeking to improve the health of our community’s children.
• Rockford Health Council. Dr. Dennis Norem,
WCMS Board member, continues to serve on the Board
of the Rockford Health Council. The mission of this
organization is “to build and improve community health in
our region, through education, action, and advocacy.”
• Rock River Valley Blood Center. WCMS founded
this organization and appoints two members to its Board of
Directors. Dr. Richard Nora and Dr. David Cable continue
to serve as the WCMS-appointed members.
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Free Webinars Tackle Prescription Opioid Epidemic – CME Offered

Winnebago County Medical Society Awards

Check out these webinars that cover the latest in opioid overdose and misuse, at no cost to physicians:

UIC Annual Research Day

Senior Medical Student Award

•	PCSS-O webinars www.PCSS-O.org/calendar of events/list
Providers Clinical Support System for Opioid Therapies (PCSS-O) offers training and mentoring in response to the
prescription opioid overdose epidemic.

UIC Annual Research Day was held on Wednesday,
April 8, 2015. The Winnebago County Medical Society is
a co-sponsor of this event. Physicians from the medical
society serve as judges and review the medical students’
research projects. The medical students may present their
posters to the judges and answer questions. Judges assign
scores to each poster. The judging was held on Tuesday,
April 7, 2015.

The Winnebago County Medical Society (WCMS) established the WCMS Medical Student Award at the University
of Illinois College of Medicine at Rockford in 1981. The
award, given to a graduating medical student, consists of
a certificate for framing, monetary award, placement of
the student’s name on a plaque located at the University
of Illinois College of Medicine at Rockford East Entrance
Lobby. Candidates are judged on the following: participation in a community organization or service to a segment
of the community to enhance a particular understanding
of health care; demonstration of interest in the WCMS
and support or enhancement of the efforts of this organization, though membership in the Medical Society is not
necessary; understanding of integrating patient care with
community related services and by actively participating in
a local service-oriented agency or other medically related
activity.

•	PCSS-MAT webinars www.PCSS-MAT.org/calendar of events/list
The Providers’ Clinical Support System for Medication Assisted Treatment (PCSS-MAT) addresses the prescription opioid
misuse epidemic with medication-assisted treatment.
PCSS-MAT is working in partnership with the American Academy of Addiction Psychiatry; the American Osteopathic Academy
of Addiction Medicine; the American Psychiatric Association and the American Society of Addiction Medicine.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Many Degrees of Alcoholism
People tend to think of problem drinking as an all or nothing proposition: If you can hold your alcohol there’s not a problem,
versus the person whose life is falling apart. In reality, alcohol use disorder is a progressive disease with many different
degrees.
A person who has a drinking problem may be able to hold a job or stay married. Known as “functioning alcoholics,” these
people are functioning on a basic level, which can create a false sense of security. The question becomes, “how long can they
keep it up?” It’s safe to say, any form of alcohol abuse disorder eventually catches up. The toll it takes on a person’s body
includes making changes to the brain.

Dr. Christopher Gibbs, Dr. John Holden, Dr. Richard Field,
and Dr. Mitchell King served as judges. They appreciated
the medical students’ hard work and willingness to share
and explain their research projects.
The research day award given to each student consists of
a monetary gift and certificate for framing. The following
students were recipients of awards of this year:
Mina Tanaka (medical student). Assessing Loneliness
and Quality of Life in Native American Elders: Role of
Generativity in Later Life.
Kendall Marszalek (medical student) & Andrew
Gibbs (pharmacy student). Implementation and Evaluation
of a Hydration Initiative in a Rural Youth Athletic Program.

Dr. Christopher Gibbs, WCMS President presented the
award to Jacob Moore at the senior banquet.
Congratulation to the Winners!

Binge drinking presents another serious aspect of alcohol use disorder. Defined as five drinks in a row within two hours for
men and four for women, binge drinking can have serious consequences. These include blackouts, comas, permanent changes
in the brain, severe injuries, and even death.
While the practice of binge drinking is often thought of as a young person’s problem, it is actually quite common among adults.
Statistics show that 25% of adults engaged in binge drinking in the last month.
Functioning alcoholics and binge drinkers are just two examples along the spectrum of alcohol use disorder. Gateway
understands that no two individuals are alike - the individualized programs we create incorporate varying levels of customized
care to meet a person’s degree of alcohol use disorder as well as their life circumstances. For example, individuals who have
less severe drinking problems can benefit from outpatient care. Others, who have had more difficulty controlling their drinking,
may need residential treatment, which provides round the clock, structured, supported care supported with outpatient care as
a step-down option.
For patients who may need help with alcohol or drug abuse issues, Gateway Alcohol & Drug Treatment offers treatment
programs at locations in the St. Louis Metro East Area, Southern Illinois and throughout the Chicagoland area. To learn more
about making a referral, contact outreach @GatewayFoundation.org or call 877-505-HOPE (4673).
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A trusted local source of treatment is available to your patients with chronic, non-healing wounds. The
SwedishAmerican Wound Care Clinic provides specialized, evidence-based treatment to patients with
pressure ulcers, arterial, venous, diabetic, neuropathic and non-healing surgical wounds. Our clinic
This adjunct treatment may be indicated for some types of chronic non-healing wounds and/or skin
changes from radiation therapy, bone infection, hypoxic wounds and bone infection in the jaw. In order
and keep referring physicians involved and informed. For more information, or to make referrals, call
(815) 489-4891.
Catherine Rogers, DNP
Dr. Leslie Edgcomb, Medical Director
Dean Kujawa, EMT, Safety Director
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Welcome New Members

Treating Medicaid Patients?

Heather A. Decker, MD, board certified in pediatrics
is affiliated with Crusader Community Health. She earned
her medical degree at Loyola University Stritch School of
Medicine, Chicago, IL. Dr. Decker completed her pediatric
residency at Advocate, Hope Children’s Hospital,
Oak Lawn, IL

Illinois will stop using its current Medicaid Management
Information System (MMIS) and will begin using its Illinois
Medicaid Program Advance Cloud Technology (IMPACT) on
August 3, 2015.

Dawn A. Mellish, MD, board certified in internal
medicine/hospice & palliative care is affiliated with Crusader
Community Health. She earned her medical degree at the
University of Buffalo School of Medicine and Biomedical
Sciences, Buffalo, NY. Dr. Mellish completed an internship in
internal medicine at Erie County Medical Center in Buffalo,
NY. Her residency in internal medicine and fellowship in
nephrology and hypertension were completed at Harlem
Hospital, Buffalo, NY.
Azizur Rahman, MD, board certified in ophthalmology/
glaucoma is affiliated with Eye Specialists of Rockford.
He earned his medical degree at Dow Medical School
University of Health Science, Karachi, Pakistan. Dr. Rahman
completed his internship in internal medicine and residency
in ophthalmology at Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit, MI.
Dr. Rahman completed a fellowship in glaucoma at John
Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD, and in ophthalmic
pathology at Massachusetts Eye and Ear, Boston, MA.
Alex Stagnaro-Green, MD, board certified in internal
medicine/endocrinology is regional dean at the University
of Illinois College of Medicine at Rockford. He earned his
medical degree at Mt. Sinai School of Medicine, New York,
NY. He completed his internship and residency in internal
medicine at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of
New Jersey, New Jersey Medical School, Newark, NJ.
Dr. Stagnaro-Green completed a fellowship in endocrinology
and metabolism at Mt. Sinai School of Medicine, New York, NY.
The following medical students have joined the
medical society
Ijeoma Agu, Anuradha Bommakanti, Patrick Florido,
Kathryn Johns, and Vincent Spears
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Physicians enrolled in MMIS will receive a letter from
IMPACT containing an individual application
identification number for use in completing the
revalidation process.
Physicians should not proceed with enrollment or revalidation until
the launch of the system on August 3, 2015. Physicians have six
months from the launch date to complete their revalidation.
When IMPACT becomes operational on August 3,
•	The Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family
Services will no longer accept paper applications from
physicians who wish to enroll as Medicaid providers.
•	Newly enrolling physicians must complete a secure webbased enrollment form.
•	Currently enrolled physician who treat Medicaid clients
will be required to revalidate their existing data and may
be asked to provide additional data.
Questions? Contact your Member Advocacy team at 800782-4767 ext. 1470 or by email www.isms.org .

Medicare to Reimburse Physicians
for Advance Care Planning
The Center for Medicare and Medical Services announced
its intent to reimburse physicians for time spent discussing
advance directives with patients, including completion of
necessary forms.
ISMS members and staff met with AMA CPT Editorial Panel
to propose the advance care planning codes. After months
of deliberation the panel approved two new CPT codes in
2014. Following direct advocacy by ISMS and other medical
associations, Medicare administrators finally decided to
include the codes in the 2016 Medicare Fee Schedule. The
valuation of the CPT codes will be announced later this fall.
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Upcoming Events
August 24, 2015
Board of Directors Meeting
August 28, 2015
Golf Play Day
Forest Hills Country Club
September 14, 2015
Retired Physician Luncheons
Garrett’s Restaurant
September 28, 2015
Board of Directors Meeting
President
Christopher M. Gibbs, MD, 815-397-7340
(ISMS delegate)
Secretary
Christopher M. Whelan, MD, 815-398-4057

Vice President
Gary P. Fernando, MD, 815-490-1600
(ISMS alternate delegate)
Treasurer
Richard E. Field, MD, 815-978-0428

Directors
Randall L. Busch, MD, 815-877-4848
Belinda Daniel, Medical Student
John J. DeGuide, MD, 815-397-7340
(ISMS District 10 Trustee)
Tiffanie S. Ferry, MD, 815-636-6400
John P. Holden, MD, (ISMS Alt. Delegate) 815-520-3777
Mitchell S. King, MD, (ISMS Delegate) 815-395-5610
William E. Kobler, MD, (AMA Trustee) 815-484-7050
Frank J. Nicolosi, MD, (ISMS Delegate) 815-742-7420
Dennis G. Norem, MD, (ISMS Delegate) 815-971-2000
Jon B. Whitehurst, MD, 815-398-9491
Staff
Janet Corirossi – Executive Director – 815-395-9267

The Board of Directors of the Winnebago County Medical Society meets on the fourth Monday of each month,
6:30pm at the Medical Society office.
Our phone number is 815-395-9267(wcms); fax number 815-484-4109, e-mail wcms1@aol.com,
and web site www.wcmsonline.com.

ISMS House of Delegates Meeting
Winnebago County Medical Society (WCMS) delegates attended the Illinois State
Medical Society (ISMS) 2015 House of Delegates meeting on April 17-19, 2015, in
Oak Brook. Delegates from around the state reviewed and discussed resolutions
submitted by member physicians. The ISMS House of Delegates is the policy setting
body for ISMS. Adopted resolutions establish ISMS policy and direct the ISMS Board
of Trustees, with the ultimate goal of benefitting patients and physicians. Delegates,
alternates delegates, and trustees representing you at this year’s meeting included
the following WCMS members:
Dr. Christopher M. Gibbs, Dr. Gary P. Fernando, Dr. Frank J.
Nicolosi, Dr. Mitchell S. King, Dr. John J. DeGuide (ISMS District 10
Trustee), and Dr. William E. Kobler (AMA Trustee).
In this Issue
Pg 2 New Members
Pg 3 WCMS Awards
Pg 4 ISMS Legislative Report
Pg 5 WCMS President’s Message
Pg 6 Free CME offered

Elections:
Scott A. Cooper, MD, Skokie, was installed as ISMS President

