
July 2014

Upcoming Events

July 28, 2014
Board of Directors Meeting

August 25, 2014
Board of Directors Meeting

August 27, 2014
Golf Play Day

September 24, 2014
Worksite Wellness Conference
Steve Aldana, CEO,WellSteps
Keynote Speaker
UIC College of Medicine Rockford

In this Issue

Pg 2  New Members

Pg 3  WCMS Awards   

Pg 4  ISMS Legislative Report

Pg 5  WCMS President’s Message

Pg 6  AMA Report 

ISMS House of Delegates Meeting
Winnebago County Medical Society (WCMS) delegates attended

the Illinois State Medical Society (ISMS) 2014 House of Delegates

meeting on April 25-27, 2014 in Oak Brook. Delegates from around

the state reviewed and discussed resolutions submitted by member

physicians.The ISMS House of Delegates is the policy setting body

for ISMS.Adopted resolutions establish ISMS policy and direct the

ISMS Board of Trustees, with the ultimate goal of benefitting

patients and physicians. Delegates and alternates delegates repre-

senting you at this year’s meeting included the following WCMS

members:

Dr. Christopher M. Gibbs, Dr. Gary P. Fernando, 
Dr. Frank J. Nicolosi, Dr. John P. Holden, 
Dr. Mitchell S. King, Dr. Richard Nora, 
Dr. Dennis G. Norem, Dr. John J. DeGuide, 
ISMS Trustee, District 12, and 
Dr. William E. Kobler AMA Trustee.

Elections:
William A. McDade, MD, Chicago, was installed as
ISMS President 
Scott A. Cooper, MD, Skokie, elected President-Elect

Paul H. DeHaan, MD, McHenry, elected Chair, Board of Trustees
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Harold G. Berner, MD, board certified anesthesiologist is

affiliated with Rockford Anesthesiologists Associated. He

earned his medical degree at Loyola University Chicago Stritch

School of Medicine, Maywood, IL. Dr. Berner completed his

internship at Evanston Hospital, Evanston, IL and his residency

in Anesthesiology at Northwestern University School of

Medicine, Chicago, IL.

Maria C. Castillo-Clavijo, MD, board certified in pediatrics

is affiliated with Crusader Community Health. She earned his med-

ical degree at Pontifica Universidad Javeriana, Bogota, Columbia.

Dr. Castillo-Clavijo completed and internship at  Pontifica

Universidad Javeriana, Bogota, Columbia and residency  in

Pediatrics at John Stroger Hospital of Cook County, Chicago, IL.

Satish N. Patel, MD, board certified in family medicine is

affiliated with Crusader Community Health. He earned his

medical degree at Ross University School of Medicine,

Dominica,West Indies. Dr. Patel completed his residency in

Family Medicine at Adventist Hinsdale Hospital, Hinsdale, IL.

George C. Tannous, MD, gastroenterologist is affiliated

with Rockford Gastroenterology Associates. He earned his

medical degree at the University of Cincinnati College of

Medicine, Cincinnati, OH.

Dr.Tannous completed his residency in Internal Medicine at the

University Hospitals Case Medical Center, Cleveland, OH. He is

board certified in Internal Medicine. Dr.Tannous completed a

fellowship in Gastroenterology at the University Hospitals Case

Medical Center, Cleveland, OH.

Sumeet K. Tewani, MD, gastroenterologist is affiliated

with Rockford Gastroenterology Associates. He earned his

medical degree at Boston University School of Medicine,

Boston, MA. He completed his residency in Internal Medicine at

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston, MA. He is board

certified in Internal Medicine. Dr.Tewani completed a fellowship

in Gastroenterology at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center,

Boston, MA.at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston,

MA.

The following medical students have joined the
medical society

Welcome New Members

Comee Joinn Us!!
forr the

Winnebagoo Countyy Medicall Society
Annuall Golff Playy Day

Wednesday,, Augustt 27,, 2014
Aldeenn Golff Club

Sheila Chang

Katherine Chenoweth

Paul Lee

Kendall Marszalek

Brittany Montavon

Louisa Ng

Kelly Williams

Sean Rajnic

Zechary Rios
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UIC Annual Research Day
UIC College of Medicine at Rockford Research Day was

held on Wednesday,April 16, 2014.The Winnebago County

Medical Society is a co-sponsor of this event. Physicians

from the medical society serve as judges and review the

medical students’ research projects.The medical students

may present their posters to the judges and answer ques-

tions. Judges then assign scores to each poster.The judging

was held on Tuesday,April 15, 2014.

Dr. Frank Nicolosi, Dr. Gary Fernando, Dr.William Kobler

and Dr. Mitchell King served as judges.They appreciated

the medical students’ hard work and willingness to share

and explain their research projects.

Awards went to the following medical students:

*June Park received the award for her research:Are Re-

Excisions of Incompletely Excised Dysplastic Nevi

Necessary? Results from a Retrospective Review of 908

Nevi Biopsies in a Pigmented Lesion Clinic

*Varun Pattisapu received the award for his research:

Therapeutic Effects of Dehydroleucodine on Prostate

Cancer

Senior Medical Student Award
The Winnebago County Medical Society (WCMS) estab-

lished the WCMS Medical Student Award at the University

of Illinois College of Medicine at Rockford in 1981.The

award is given to a graduating medical student.The candi-

dates are judged on the following: participation in a com-

munity organization or service to a segment of the com-

munity to enhance a particular understanding of health

care; demonstration of interest in the WCMS and support

or enhancement of the efforts of this organization, though

membership in the medical society is not necessary; under-

standing of integrating patient care with community related

services and by actively participating in a local service-ori-

ented agency or other medically–related activity.

The awards were presented by Dr. Christopher Gibbs,

WCMS President, at the senior banquet to:

Michelle Apple and Susan Wcislak. 

Congratulation to the Winners!

Winnebago County Medical Society Awards
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ISMS End-of-Session Legislative Report

This session ISMS:

• Defeated a proposal to require medical license 

applicants to submit documentation from the 

Federation Credentials Verification 
Service at an extra cost of $350;

• Created a volunteer license for health 

professionals who no longer accept compensation 

for treatment, requiring issuance of at least 500 free 

licenses;

• Improved Illinois’ Do Not Resuscitate/POLST
and Power of Attorney for Health Care
forms to increase accessibility and encourage use of 

these important advance directives;

• Removed barriers to provision of telehealth
services and added protection for patients whose 

health plans cover telemedicine;

• Incorporated reasonable precautions into a bill 

designed to help homeless children get medical 

care, requiring verification of the minor’s 

unaccompanied status; and

• Protect the right of diabetic patients and 

parents of diabetic children to administer insulin in 

any public or private location.

ISMS Lobbyists work tirelessly to inform legislators on legisla-

tion that affect the practice of medicine.

This session we were able to:

• Amend a proposal  requiring regular mandated 
reporter CME training on recognizing child 

abuse and neglect, making it voluntary with a positive

incentive;

• Defeat mandated testing of newborns for 
cytomegalovirus (CMV); and

• Stop a mandate that mammography providers 

inform patients with dense breast tissue that dense 

breast tissue may be associated with increased 

cancer risk.

ISMS strives to protect our patients and inform lawmakers of

the differences in education and training between physicians

and other health professionals.

We succeeded in:

• Ensuring that clinical psychologists seeking a 

license to prescribe must meet strict education and 

training standards, and may not prescribe certain 

drugs or for certain patients;

• Blunting an effort by dentists to provide a variety 

of vaccines, limiting them to flu shots for adults, and 

only after sensible requirements are met;

• Preventing licensure of naturopaths as

“naturopathic physicians”;

• Blocking expansion of pharmacists’ authority to 

administer the meningococcal vaccine (SB377) and 

an attempt to allow pharmacists to substitute 

biosimilar drugs without notifying the physician;

• Stopping attempts by physical therapists to 

treat patients without physician referrals (SA1 to 

SB637) and to use dry needling in their treatments;

and

• Ensuring the epi-pens can only be prescribed by

physicians or other professionals under appropriate 

supervision or collaboration, and that these 

professionals are shielded from liability.

As the organization that represents all medical specialties in

Illinois the ISMS is a powerful force for good medicine in our

state capital and beyond.The full report is available for down-

load from: www.isms.org

ISMS has just released their 2014 End-of-Session Legislative Report, which provides in-depth information about the dozens of

pieces of legislation ISMS introduced, influenced, or defeated in the year’s General Assembly.Your dues dollars support ISMS’

legislative advocacy on behalf of physicians. ISMS is the only organization representing physicians of all specialties across Illinois.
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The Winnebago County Medical Society has remained active
over the past several months.The following is a brief review of
recent activities of WCMS and its Board:

• Medical staff meetings.WCMS Board members continue 
to provide Medical Society updates at the medical staff 
meetings of Rockford Memorial, OSF St Anthony, and 
Swedish American. I also note that Dr.William Werner,
past president of the Illinois State Medical Society, made 
a presentation as an invited guest at the medical staff 
meeting of Swedish American.

• U.S. Congress. WCMS members, along with 
representatives from local healthcare organizations,
participated in a recent healthcare round table 
discussion with U.S. Representative Adam Kinzinger.
Topics of discussion included regulatory reform,
improving access to care, promoting healthy lifestyle 
choices, medical liability reform, and end-of-life care.

• IL General Assembly.We continue to coordinate 
legislative grand rounds with our state legislators.WCMS 
met with Sen. Dave Syverson and Sen. Steve Stadelman.
We also met with Rep. John Cabello and Rep. Joe 
Sosnowski. Our discussions focused primarily on 
proposed state legislation pertaining to a variety of 
topics, including scope of practice concerns, e.g.
medication prescriptions by psychologists, vaccinations 
by dentists, etc.

• UIC. We welcomed the new regional dean for UIC 
Rockford,Alex Stagnaro-Green, MD. Dr. Stagnaro-Green 
attended a WCMS Board meeting and presented some 
of his initial thoughts and plans for the medical school.
WCMS again participated in the medical school’s 
Research Day, judging medical students’ posters and 
supporting awards for two students. We also again 
sponsored Medical Society awards for two graduating 
medical students at the Senior Awards Banquet.

• Fit Families Task Force.WCMS remains closely involved 
with the Fit Families Task Force, an organization founded 
to combat childhood obesity in Rockford and that 
works with the Rockford Public Schools. Roger 
Greenlaw, MD, who spearheaded this program with sup
port from WCMS and the WCMS Alliance, attended a 
WCMS Board meeting to provide us with background 
information and an update on Fit Families.

• Rockford Health Council. Dr. Dennis Norem,WCMS 
Board Member, continues to serve on the Board of the 
Rockford Health Council.The mission of this 
organization is “to build and improve community health 
in our region, through education, action and advocacy.”

• Retired physician luncheons. WCMS, working with 
retired physician Dr. Jim Frakes, has coordinated the 
resuming of organized luncheons for interested retired 
area physicians.These luncheons, which take place 
monthly from spring to fall, provide retired physicians 
with an opportunity for fellowship and camaraderie. For 
further details, please contact Janet Corirossi,WCMS 
Executive Director, at 815-395-9267.

• Rockford Register Star. Reporter Melissa Westphal 
reached out to WCMS, speaking as a guest at one of our 
Board meetings. She expressed interest in keeping lines 
of communication open between our respective 
organizations.As an important voice for Winnebago 
County physicians, we have met with Register Star staff 
in the past and welcome continued opportunities to 
express our viewpoint and educate local citizens regard-
ing healthcare issues.

• ISMS Annual Meeting.WCMS was represented at the 
recent ISMS Annual Meeting and House of Delegates by
five delegates, along with alternate delegates. Discussed 
issues included telemedicine, e-cigarette smoking ban,
merging some ISMS districts, observership program for 
medical graduates, gun safety, physician maintenance of 
certification, increase in J-1 visa waiver allotment, and 
handling of in-flight medical emergencies. Dr. Richard 
Nora, alternate delegate, served as chair of a reference 
committee. Each of three reference committees is 
tasked with listening to member testimony regarding 
submitted resolutions and then drafting recommenda-
tions, which are later presented to the House of 
Delegates, sometimes debated, and ultimately lead to 
voting by the delegates. Passed resolutions essentially set 
the future agenda for ISMS.

• AMA Annual Meeting. We remain privileged to have our 
own Dr.William Kobler serving as an AMA trustee, in 
which capacity he recently attended the AMA Annual 
Meeting. Please see Dr. Kobler’s report in this
newsletter for full details.

• Membership. Your membership remains vitally important 
to the success of our organization in advancing the caus-
es of Illinois physicians, ultimately allowing us to practice 
medicine in a way that remains true to the Hippocratic 
Oath. Please encourage your non-member physician 
colleagues to consider membership in the Medical 
Society. Greater membership provides us with an even 
stronger voice in political dialogue at local, state, and 
national levels.

WCMS President’s Message

Christopher M. Gibbs, MD – President
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American Medical Association Report 
by William E. Kobler, MD, AMA Trustee
The American Medical Association held its Annual Meeting in Chicago in June 2014.

Robert M.Wah, MD, a reproductive endocrinologist and OB/GYN from Virginia, assumed the

AMA presidency during an inaugural ceremony.The 169th president of the AMA, and first Asian

American to hold the post, Dr.Wah emphasized in his inaugural address both the importance of

tradition and the courage to embrace change.

Steven Stack, MD, was chosen as AMA President-Elect. In another first, he will become the first

emergency medicine physician to be AMA president. At age 42, he will also be the youngest to

assume the office of president.

New AMA policy was adopted to ask President Barak Obama to provide timely access to enti-

tled care for eligible veterans via the health care sector outside the US Department of Veterans

Affair (VA) health care system until the VA can provide health care in a timely fashion.The AMA

will urge the Congress to quickly enact long-term solutions so eligible veterans always can have timely access to entitled care.

The AMA will continue to investigate maintenance of certification (MOC), osteopathic continuous certification (OCC) and maintenance

of licensure (MOL), including assessing the cost, the impact of MOC on physician practices and whether it actually contributes to better

patient care.

The House of Delegates approved a set of principles to ensure the appropriate coverage of and payment for telemedicine services.The

principles aim to support future innovation in the use of telemedicine while ensuring patient safety, quality of care and privacy of patient

information. There was a joint presentation by the Council on Medical Service, the Council on Legislation and the Council on Ethical

and Judicial Affairs dealing with the medical, legislative and ethical issues associated with the rapidly expanding issue of telemedicine.

Physicians adopted a new policy opposing the sales and marketing of electronic cigarette and nicotine delivery products to minors.The

new policy extends AMA’s existing policy that calls for all e-cigarettes to be subject to the same regulations and oversight that the U. S.

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) applies to tobacco and nicotine products.

Physicians called for better electronic data interchange in health IT to accommodate physicians' and patients’ needs.

To show that national policy can start in the local area, an Illinois resolution that originally was authored by our own Dr. Dennis Norem

and adopted by the ISMS House of Delegates was enacted into policy by the AMA house. Designed to deal with the problem of gun

violence, it calls for the AMA to support legislation that calls for background checks during the sale and transfer of firearms.

The AMA continues to focus on the three core areas of the strategic plan:

• Improving health outcomes

• Accelerating change in medical education

• Professional satisfaction and practice sustainability

For more information about the AMA annual meeting, visit www.ama-assn.org/go/hod or contact me at william.kobler@ama-assn.org.

William E. Kobler, MD,AMA Trustee
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Come Join Us!!
for the

Winnebago County Medical Society
Annual Golf Play Day

Wednesday, August 27, 2014
Aldeen Golf Club
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Directors
David G. Cable, MD, 815-397-7900

Belinda Daniel, Medical Student

John J. DeGuide, MD, 815-397-7340

(ISMS District 12 Trustee) 

Jennifer Girard, Medical Student

John P. Holden, MD, (ISMS delegate) 815-229-1700

Mitchell S. King, MD, (ISMS delegate) 815-395-5610

William E. Kobler, MD, (AMA Trustee) 815-484-7050

Jacob Moore, Medical Student

Frank J. Nicolosi, MD, (ISMS delegate) 815-742-7420

Dennis G. Norem, MD, (ISMS delegate) 815-971-2000

Christopher M.Whelan, MD 815-398-4057

Jon B.Whitehurst, MD, 815-398-9491

Staff
Janet Corirossi – Executive Director – 815-395-9267

The Board of Directors of the Winnebago County Medical Society meets on the fourth Monday of each month,

6:30pm at the Medical Society office.

Our phone number is 815-395-9267(wcms); fax number 815-484-4109, e-mail wcms1@aol.com,

and web site www.wcmsonline.com.

President
Christopher M. Gibbs, MD 815-397-7340

(ISMS delegate)

Vice President
Gary P. Fernando, MD, 815-490-1600

(ISMS alternate delegate)

Secretary/Treasurer
Richard E. Field, MD, 815-226-1172
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